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CALVARY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH of DOVER, PA 
Christmas Eve  

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
9:30 P.M. Special Christmas Music  By The Brass Choir 

*Designates, please stand if you are able.  ELW is the Red Hymnal. 

 

  Welcome and Sharing of Joys and Concerns … Pastor   

 

 

  Prelude  ... “Silent Night” … Arr. By Raney… Piano Duet: Suzanne Tilley & Jeff Byers 

                  

 

 

*Christmas Dialogue… Pastor with Congregational Responses  
              In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

 The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen His glory. 

 Oh, come, let us worship Him.  

 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  

 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  

 Those who lived in a land of deep darkness  - on them light has shined.  

 We have seen Christ's glory, the glory as of a child, full of grace and truth.  

 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us.  

 What has come into being in Him was life, and the life was the life of all people.  

 Tonight Christ is born; tonight salvation has appeared.  

 Glory to God in the highest! Alleluia! 

 

*Confession & Forgiveness … Pastor with Congregational Responses 

 Amidst the darkness of this world, let us confess our sin and  

  welcome the light of  God's forgiveness.   

 Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. 

 Forgive our lack of faith and trust in your will. 
 Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable. 

 Forgive our neglect of the poor. 
 The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem. 

 Forgive our selfishness and complacency. 
 The magi followed the star to find the Savior of the nations. 

 Forgive our reluctance to seek you with all our hearts. 
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 The angel said, you shall call his name Jesus for he will save his people  

from their sins.  With great joy, I announce to you the entire forgiveness of your sins, 

 in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    Amen. 

 

*Gathering Hymn ...“O Come, All Ye Faithful”…  ELW HYMN  #283 

 

*Apostolic Greeting… Pastor with Congregational Response  

 The true light that enlightens everyone has come into the world!   

   God be with you.        

And also with you. 

 

*Proclamation of the Birth of Christ… Pastor 

Many ages after God created the heavens and the earth,  

 when man and woman were formed in God’s own image; 

 long after the great flood, when God set the rainbow  

 in the clouds as a sign of the covenant; 

  twenty-one centuries from the time of Abraham and Sarah; 

   thirteen centuries after Moses led God’s people to freedom;  

                       eleven centuries from the time of Ruth and the judges;  

                       a thousand years from the anointing of David as King; 

                       in the sixty-fifth week as Daniel’s prophecy takes note; 

                       in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; 

                       the seven hundred and fifty-second year 

                       from the founding of the city of Rome 

                       the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; 

                       in the sixth age of the world,  all earth being at peace, 

Jesus Christ, eternal God, Son of the eternal Father, 

 willing to hallow the world by his coming in mercy, 

 was born of the virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea. 

Today is the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ,  God made flesh. 

 

 

*The Lighting of the Christ Candle...Pastor with Congregational Response  

We light the Christ candle to proclaim that, out of love for the world,  

God dispelled darkness  forever through the birth of Jesus Christ, the Light of the world.   
                    The candle is lit. :  

May the Lord Jesus Christ take all darkness out of our hearts, now and forever. Amen 

 
 

*Prayer of the Day...Pastor with Congregational Responses 
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Let us pray.   Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 

 Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus' presence and in the 

 last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen 
 

 

Special Music...“O, Holy Night”...Adolphe Adams ...Pastor John M. Woods, Soloist 

 

Christmas Eve Readings 
 

 

  First Reading … Isaiah 9:2–7 … Lay Reader  
 The First Lesson is from the ninth chapter of Isaiah. 

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a 

royal child with a name full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and 

righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God’s passion for the people: The zeal of the 

Lord of hosts will do this! 
2The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness — 

 on them light has shined. 

  3You have multiplied the nation, 

 you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as people exult when dividing plunder. 

  4For the yoke of their burden, 

 and the bar across their shoulders, 

 the rod of their oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

  5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

 and all the garments rolled in blood 

 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

  6For a child has been born for us, 

 a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

 and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 



 

  7His authority shall grow continually, 

 and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

 He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 Here ends the reading.   

 

 

  Psalm... Psalm 96  (read responsively)… Lay Reader with Congregational Responses  
 

R: Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad 
Sing to the LORD | a new song;* 

sing to the LORD, all | the whole earth. 

 2Sing to the LORD and | bless his name;* 

 proclaim the good news of his salvation from | day to day. 
3Declare his glory a- | mong the nations* 

and his wonders a- | mong all peoples. 

 4For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised;* 

 he is more to be feared | than all gods.   R 
5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols;* 

but it is the LORD who | made the heavens. 

 6Oh, the majesty and magnificence | of his presence!* 

 Oh, the power and the splendor of his | sanctuary! 
7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples;* 

ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 

 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor | due his name;* 

 bring offerings and come in- | to his courts.   R 
9Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness;* 

let the whole earth trem- | ble before him. 

 10Tell it out among the nations: "The | LORD is king!* 

 He has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

 he will judge the peo- | ples with equity." 
11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

let the sea thunder and all | that is in it;* 

let the field be joyful and all that | is therein. 

 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

 before the LORD | when he comes,* 

 when he comes to | judge the earth. 
13He will judge the | world with righteousness* 

and the peoples | with his truth.  
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  Second Reading ...Titus 2:11–14 … Lay Reader  
 The Second Lesson is from the second chapter of Titus. 

The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. 

Consequently, in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating 

 the hope of our Savior’s final appearance. 
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all,  12training us to renounce 

impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 

upright, and godly,  13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory 

of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.  14He it is who gave himself for us that he might 

redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for 

good deeds.     

 Here ends the reading. 

 

  Christmas Eve Hymn...“On Christmas Night” ... (Sussex Carol)...ELW HYMN   #274 

 

 

 

*Gospel Reading   Luke 2:1–14 [15–20] … Pastor with Congregational Response  

 
 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the  

“good news of great joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace. 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered.  2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.  3All went to their own towns to be registered.  4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David.  5He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  6While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child.  7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 

in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night.  9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified.  10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; 

for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  11to you is born this 

day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  12This will be a sign for 

you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."  13And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 



 

  14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us."  16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger.  17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 

this child;  18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  19But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  20The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 The Gospel of the Lord.  

  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

  Christmas Eve Sermon                                                                The Rev. John M. Woods 

 

 

 

 

*Nicene Creed...In Unison... ELW PAGE 104 

 

 

 

*The Prayers… Worship Assistant,  with Congregational Responses  

Guided by the light of Christ, let us pray for the coming dawn of joy,                                    

healing, and comfort for all God’s people. 

Your eternal reign has come into the world. Give us ears to hear your call to serve your 

 kingdom, and send us out to those who are hurting and in need of good news.  

 Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 
You created the mystery and beauty of the earth. Replenish rivers, lakes, seas, and all bodies 

 of water, so that plants, animals, and humans can have life and be refreshed.  

 Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 
You bring down the powerful and raise up the lowly. Where war rages, shatter hatred with 

 forgiveness and peace. Where fear rules, make your all-powerful and eternal 

 presence known. Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 
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You remember us with mercy, Lord, as you have done for all generations. Fill us, comfort 

 us, strengthen us, and enlighten us. Make your will known to all in need. Today we 

 pray especially for . . . . Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 
You called Mary to bear your Son. We pray for pregnant women, for mothers and fathers of 

 infants and small children, and especially for couples who bear the pain of infertility, 

 miscarriage, or stillbirth. Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 
Your kingdom has no end. With your servants throughout time, women and men, old and 

 young, unite us forever in your reign of peace and joy. Lord, in your mercy, 

 hear our prayer. 
We raise our prayers to you, O God, in the name of the one who is, who was, and who is to 

 come, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

 
 

 

*The Peace The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

 

The Meal 
 

 Offertory Hymn... “Hark The Herald Angels Sing” … ELW HYMN  #270 

 

*The Offertory... “Let the Vineyards”... ELW SERVICE MUSIC PAGE # 184 

 

*The Offertory Prayer … Worship Assistant with Congregation 

 Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to 

bring the riches of your grace.  As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be 

blessing for others.  With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for 

joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 

 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving… Pastor with Congregational Responses                 

 The Lord be with you.     And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts.     We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*Proper Preface… Pastor 
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 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  In the wonder 

and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant 

vision of your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God 

whom we cannot see.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

*Sanctus...“Holy, Holy, Holy” ... ELW PAGE #   207 

 

*Eucharistic Prayer… Pastor (Leader’s Guide) 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer...In Unison...ELW PAGE 208    

 

*Invitation to Communion…Pastor 

See, your salvation comes:  God comes and dwells among us.  Eat, drink, and be satisfied. 

 
 

  Communion… “O Lamb of God” … ELW PAGE 208    
 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”   ELW HYMN  # 279 

“It Came Upon The Midnight Clear”  ELW HYMN  # 282 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 

*Post Communion Prayer … Pastor with Congregational Response 

  Merciful God, renew us by your Holy Spirit, poured out richly in this meal, and renew all 

 creation with your loving kindness  until all the ends of the earth rejoice in your 

 salvation; through Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen. 

 
*Candle Lighting Scripture Reading… John 1:1-18 ...Pastor 

 

*Instrumental Introduction...Linda Alley, Psaltry 

*Lighting of 

Pastor Woods: 

While your work  here at Calvary will  

finish with this service, the memories 

you leave behind will never be forgotten. 

God Speed and Farewell 
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Poinsettias are Placed to the Glory of God and In Memory Of: 

Maxine by Bud Klunk 
Loved Ones by Dave  Mummert 

Loved Ones by Zita Smith 
Loved Ones by Amanda Martin 

Richard Ehrhart by Miriam Ehrhart 
Loved Ones by Scott and Claudia Evans 

Parents Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Reese and                                                                  
Sisters Yevonne and Margaret by Cheryl Reese 

Our Parents  by Jenni and Mike Melhorn 
Our Father, Charles Melhorn, Jr. by Jenni and Mike Melhorn 

Lucinda V. Peters by Sharon Spangler 
Kenneth Speck, Pauline, David, Nellie & Walter Laird                                

and Janet Fadely by Dean and Deanna Laird 
 
 
 

Poinsettias are Placed to the Glory of God and In Honor Of: 
Our Parents by the Dusich family 

All Our Family by Sandy and Rich Dehoff 
Lois and Steve Lewis by Amanda Martin 

Our children and grandchildren by Jeanne and Gus Gerstle 
Our children and grandchildren by Jenni and Mike Melhorn 

 by Pastor Woods 
 
 



 

Candles...“Silent Night, Holy Night!”...ELW HYMN  #281 

 

*Blessing...Pastor with Congregational Response  
 May your lives become like a watered garden, satisfied by the bounty of 

God and radiant over  God's goodness.  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and 

Holy Spirit, bless you now and  forever.  Amen. 

 

*Sending Hymn... “Joy To The World”... ELW HYMN  #267 

 

*Dismissal … Worship Assistant with Congregational Response  

Go in peace. Your light has come.  Thanks be to God. 
 

  Postlude ... “Wondrous Tidings” … Bohemian Carol … Carl 

Simone 

 

  
 
 

Coming Up at Calvary: 
 

December 31, 2017 :  One Service at 10:00 AM   
 
 

 January 1, 2017   11-2 Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner 
  

Sunday, January 21, 2017  10 AM Annual Meeting of The Congregation                                     
with the bad weather date being January 28, 2017 at 10:00 AM 



 

CALVARY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH of DOVER, PA 
9 North Main Street, Dover, Pennsylvania 17315 

Office:  717-292-3891  

E-mail: calvarydover@verizon.net 

www.calvarylutherandover.org 

  

COMMUNION   We invite all baptized believers in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior to 

commune with us this morning.  Those unable to come forward for the sacrament,               
please bring this to an usher’s attention and communion will be brought to you. 

  

MISSION STATEMENT 

We at Calvary believe God wants our congregation to exist in order to reflect 

God’s love through our actions, programs and image; to reach out to our family,                

the community and the world; to provide moral and spiritual leadership.                 

We are called to grow and adjust with the times to make                                                       

the Gospel relevant for contemporary society. 

Serving This Evening 

 
 

Greeters:   Linda Bupp, Need One 

Altar Guild:   Zita Smith  

Acolyte:   Eden Dusich 

Communion Elements:  Karen Latshaw 

Worship Assistant:  Jeff Byers  

Lay Reader:   Gus Gerstle 

Ushers:   Wilma White, Janine Paff, LeeAnn Marsden, Elaine Byers 

Offering Tellers:   Jason Gross  

  

The Altar Flowers are sponsored To The Glory of God and In Celebration of               

Our 50th Wedding Anniversary by Dave and Janet Quickel 

 

The Bulletins are sponsored In  Celebration of                                                                        

The Birth of Christ by Ruthanna Heiner 


