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*Blessing….Pastor with Congregational Response
May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your
path. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Thank you &
*Sending Hymn…“Hark The Glad Sound” … ELW
Hymn #239
god
speed

RECEPTION

*Dismissal … Worship Assistant with Congregational Response
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
For

Postlude… “Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus” … Arr. By Robert Thygerson

“Worship has ended,
now OUR Service begins!”
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #23239.

If you are NOT planning on taking your bulletin with you this morning, please place it on the table to your left
in the Narthex after you have greeted the Pastor
so it can be used at the 11:00 service.

Sunday, December 17
10:00 a.m.
Calvary social hall

PASTOR WOODS has accepted a call in South Carolina
and his last day with us will be Christmas Eve.
Please join us as we use this time to extend to him
our thanks and best wishes.
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WELCOME TO CALVARY
“The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God!”
Thank you for worshipping with us today. You are always welcome at Calvary!

The Second Sunday Of Advent - December 10, 2017
Traditional Worship Bulletin: Page 8, Contemporary Worship Bulletin: Page 16
John called people to repent, to clear the decks, to completely reorder their lives so that nothing would get in the
way of the Lord’s coming. The reading from Isaiah gives the context for this radical call: the assurance of
forgiveness that encourages us to repent; the promise that the coming one will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah
calls us all to be heralds with John, to lift up our voices fearlessly and say, “See, your God is coming!” We say it to
one another in worship, in order to say it with our lives in a world in need of justice and peace.
Commemorations for this week…

Lucy, martyr, died 304 Wednesday, December 13, 2017 Lucy was a young Christian of Sicily who was martyred
during the persecutions under Emperor Diocletian. Her celebration became particularly important in Sweden and
Norway, perhaps because the feast of Lucia (whose name means "light") originally fell on the shortest day of the
year.
John of the Cross, renewer of the church, died 1591 Thursday, December 14, 2017 John was a member of the
Carmelite monastic order, and worked to reform it. His writings reflect a deep interest in mystical thought and
meditation.
Las Posadas (LLC) Saturday, December 16, 2017 This celebration, long popular in Mexico, takes its name from
the "posadas," or lodgings, sought by Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem. Their search is reenacted in a neighborhood,
unsuccessfully, until finally they are welcomed in, and a party commences.
The Sanctuary is a place of reverence and worship to honor our Lord. Please...do not bring beverages or food into
the Sanctuary, however you may have these items in the other areas of the church .
Dec. 13 & 20: The Cluster churches and community are invited to gather at Salem Lutheran church on
Wednesdays at 7PM in Advent for a time of casual worship followed by refreshments. In this Together in Advent
series we will celebrate together as the family of God the coming of his Son for our salvation. Each week will focus
on a different activity for our “to-do list” that is centered on giving and sharing instead of on materialism. Due to
how Advent Falls this year the first Advent service will be held Wednesday November 29. We look forward to
seeing you then! Pastor Amy Northridge
Anyone interested in participating in the family Christmas Eve Service (6:00 pm) please contact me by phone or
text to 717-891-7747. Any talent you would like to share would be greatly appreciated…musical, reading,
participating we need all ages and talents. There will be a Christmas Cookie Social between services, hosted by the
Feehan Family. Please bring some of your delicious home made holiday treats to share! Thank you, Diane Brosius

Today at our 8:30 AM Service
we welcome to the
Family of Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church of Dover,
PA
through the rite of baptism
ETHAN GIGER HUSS
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This Week At Calvary...

Sunday, December 10…SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Isaiah 40:1-11,Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13, 2Peter 3:8-15a, Mark 1:1-8
8:30 AM Traditional Worship, Baptism of Ethan Huss
9:40 AM Children’s Choir Rehearsal, Room #5
10:00 AM Sunday School for All Ages
11:00 AM Contemporary Worship
Monday, December 11
Psalm 27, Isaiah 26:7-15, Acts 2:37-42
5:30 ? Girl Scouts, Room 8
6:00 PM Preschool Christmas Program
7:00 PM Move It Monday, Youth Room
7:00 PM Finance Meeting, Parish House
Tuesday, December 12
Psalm 27, Isaiah 4:2-6, Acts 11:1-18
7:00 PM Church Council Meeting, Social Hall
Wednesday, December 13
Psalm 27, Malachi 2:10-3:1, Luke 1:5-17
6:45 PM Wiggle It Wednesday, Social Hall
7:00 PM Advent Worship at Salem Lutheran
Thursday, December 14
Psalm 126, Habakkuk 2:1-5, Philippians 3:7-11
6:45 PM Handbell Choir Rehearsal
8:00 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal
Friday, December 15
Psalm 126, Habakkuk 3:2-6, Philippians 3:12-16
Saturday, December 16
Psalm 126, Habakkuk 3:13-19, Matthew 21:28-32
10:00 AM Crossroads Praise Band Rehearsal
2:30 PM Richard A. Sultner , Sr. Music Scholarship Concert
Sunday, December 17…THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Isaiah 40:1-11,Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13, 2Peter 3:8-15a, Mark 1:1-8
8:30 AM Traditional Worship
9:40 AM Children’s Choir Rehearsal, Room #5
10:00 AM Reception for Pastor Woods in Social Hall (Children
are to go to their classrooms for a few minutes)
11:00 AM Contemporary Worship
Attendance:
December 3
December 10
December 17
December 24
December 31

76 Traditional

49 Contemporary

Parents With Infants/Toddlers: If children become restless
during worship, you may take them to the Narthex Area
(behind the glass windows at the rear of the Sanctuary) and
allow them to move around and enjoy their snacks. (There
are changing tables in most restrooms. )
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Pastor Woods has received a new call in South Carolina
and his last Sunday with us will be December 24, 2017.
We pray for him as he begins this new chapter in his life.
We will keep you informed as we work with our Synod
to secure an Interim Pastor and new call.
We ask for your prayers, patience and support.
Thanks to all who supported The Hanging of The Greens and
The Richard A. Sultner, Sr. Music Scholarship Events last week.
We hope these programs brought happiness and a bit of
Christmas Cheer to you!
Brass Choir… Calling all instrumentalists to brush off your
musical instruments and come play with the Brass Choir before the 10:00 service on Christmas Eve. Sign up sheet is in
the Narthex. Practice will be at 9:00 PM on Christmas Eve and
we will begin to play at 9:30 PM. Please join us! See Suzanne
for your music book.
Did you order seafood yet? Orders must be turned in today
and pick up will be on December 18.
Blue Christmas Worship…December 21 at 7 PM...A service of
longing and hope for those who need a bit of encouragement
during the holidays!
Have some free time?...then come to church– there are all
kinds of extra “jobs” that need done! We are also looking for
someone to plow the church parking lot when the snow
arrives this winter. Contact Council President, Linda Alley with
any questions.
2017 and 2018 Flower and Bulletin Sponsor Lists are on the
bulletin board in the 1st floor hallway. Please sign up today.
There are only a few 2017 dates still available!
Weis and Giant Gift Cards: If you make purchases at Weis
and/or Giant, pick up gift cards here on Sunday mornings and
help support this significant Calvary fund raiser! They are
available in the small room off the Sanctuary prior to both
worship services and during coffee fellowship time. Questions
may be directed to Sharon Spangler.
Simply Giving Program: Enjoy the convenience of electronic
giving. which allows you to make donations on a scheduled,
automatic basis. It is convenient for you and provides muchneeded donation consistency for our church. How to get
started: To set up electronic donations, simply complete an
authorization form located in the narthex and return to the
treasurer. Donations can be debited automatically from either
a checking or savings account or through GIVE+Mobile.
Questions may be directed to Janice Oaster. If you would like
more information on our new GIVE+Mobile program, please
contact treasurer, Janice Oaster at 717-465-0402.

New Hope News… toilet paper, paper towels, shampoo, body soap, toothpaste, deodorant, dish detergent, cleaning
supplies, size 4&5
diapers, baby wipes, peanut
butter….complete list on bulletin board! Just put items in the shopping cart in our hall way!
If you have any questions, please contact our New Hope Rep, Bob White.

December 10

Worship Volunteer:

December 17

Linda Alley

Bulletin Folder

Jane & Blair English

Laird, Sharp, Speck
Families

Coffee Fellowship

Reception For
Pastor Woods in Social
Hall at 10:00 AM

Christine Harlacher

Communion
Elements

Wilma White

The Laird Family

Gift Card Table

Wayne & Penny Gentzler

The SPECIAL OFFERING
for DECEMBER
will benefit
CALVARY FAMILIES
IN NEED
December 70+ Birthdays

6 Cheryl Reese
12 Doris Beitzel
18 Bob White
28 Robert Webb
December Anniversaries

14 Rob & Karina Strain
19 Robert & June Fickes

8:30
December 10

11:00
December 10

Worship
Volunteer:

8:30
December 17

11:00
December 17

Eden Dusich

Steph Hake

Acolyte

Lexi Wells

Heather Callaghan

Roberta Downs

Dodie Menard

Altar Guild

Penny & Wayne
Gentzler

Zina Compton

Dave & Janet
Quickel

Jason Gross
Janice Oaster

Greeters

Penny & Wayne
Gentzler

Chris Harlacher
Need One

Jenni Melhorn

Ludwig Kardos

Lay Reader

Cantata

Alyssa Girouard

Jenni Melhorn
Sharon Spangler
Janice Oaster

Dave Quickel
Janet Quickel

Offering Tellers

Dave Quickel
Janet Quickel
LeeAnn Marsden

Kim Harlacher
Chris Harlacher

Zina Compton
LeeAnn Marsden
Janine Paff
Wilma White

Caitlyn Laird
Kenny Laird
Abby Miller
Heather Callaghan

Ushers

Sharon Spangler
Bobbi Gorman
Mike Melhorn
Jenni Melhorn

Stefanie Crone
Bob Snelbecker
Angie Hagarman
Marlene Zech

Cheryl Reigart

Dodie Menard

Worship Assistant

Janine Paff

Diane Brosius

Altar Flower Sponsors
Dec. 10—In Memory of Loved Ones by Jackie & Mike Busser
Dec. 17—In Celebration of Bob White’s Birthday by Wilma White
Bulletin Sponsors
Dec.10—In Memory of Our Parents by Shirley & Wayne Crone
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requests for our
Friends...
Our Church Family:
Jan & Pastor Ambrose
Mary & Dick Bair
Carolyn & Irv
Baumgardner
Doris Beitzel
Russ Blank §
Mike Busser
Rickey Cox§
Althea Crone §
Leroy Crone
Shirley & Wayne Crone
Richard Dehoff
Floyd Drawbaugh
Miriam Ehrhart
Jane English
Charlotte Escobar
Scott Evans
Marcia Feehan
Bob Fickes
Patsy Gentzler
Grace Goodwin§
Carl Gross
Caitlyn Laird
Nancy Little
The Family of
Maxine Klunk
Gloria Markle
The Melhorn & Spangler
Families
Janice Oaster
Cheryl Reese
John & Pat Rodgers
Donna Senft§
Donna & Mel Sharp
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Ruth Smeltzer
Zita Smith
Lee & Charlotte Snyder
Miriam Speck
Bob Webb
Helen Weigel §
Kathy Wheet
Dick Wigfield
Barbara & Clair Zinn
Chris Woods
Rev. John Woods,
(Our Pastor)
Aaron Laird,
(Our Youth Director)
Bishop James Dunlop
(Lower Susquehanna Synod)

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton
(ELCA)
Derrick Matthews &
Family (Missionary)
§
Shut-In

From the Community:
John Allen
Mark & Kay Allen
Jamie Arbaugh
Kathy Arnold
Timothy Bair
Steve Barkdoll
Sandy Bear
Janice Bender
Joyce Bender
Sarah Black
Allen Border
Glen Brosius
The Bryson Family

Jake Calhoun
Kori Chronister
Mary Ann Coard
Jayden Coval
Marie Crawford
Sheila Crist
Donald Davis
Louella Deardorff
Bob Dentler
Natalie Dentler
Richard Dressler
Jacinda Frigm
Cathy Gable
Christine Geisleman
Jillian Gurski
Gloria Haldeman
Raymond Harbold
Kathi Hartzell
Jean & Armand Hebert
Rita Heilmann
Reed Henderson
Ashlie Hilbert
Ethan Hollifield
Raylene Hutchings
Pastor Gregory Lindsey
Laura Little Livingston
Brooklyn Loucks
Mary Kessler
Pat Mc Evoy
Raymond March
Bernard Marine
Michael Martin
Dave Meiler
Donald Miller
Dulcie Mishkin
Nancy Moser
Valerie Mundis
Helen Nogel
Pastor Amy Northridge
The Oaster Family
Susan Paup

David Pottle
Barbara Poulin
Kandis T. Prato
Kevin T. Prato
John Rockafello
Dean Saylor
Taiven Schopf
Kim Shelley
Kathy Shoff
Mary Jo Simmons
Don Spangler
Bill Stamm
Pastor Kathy Swords
Kathy Tolbert
Grace Trimmer§
Maurice Washington
Michelle Weber
Dorothy Wolk
New Hope Ministries

Military:
SSGMichelle Bourgeois
PFC Jefferson P. Miller
CPT Seth Reed
Military Deployed
If you know of any changes
that need to be made to this list
please contact
Pastor Woods at
717- 891-5503.

Calvary Youth Group

Open to People in Grades 5-12
Join in anytime and bring a friend!
Youth Director: Aaron Laird 717-577-9594
calvarydoveryouth@yahoo.com

Please consider signing up to help serve during Coffee Fellowship or help sell Giant or Weis Gift Cards.
And, don’t forget to buy them-you can get groceries, postage stamps, gas with your gift cards!
We are no longer going to use SIMPLY CIRCLE because they now want to charge for its use.
Youth Group Members and Parents—for now you will be contacted by email or text. If other Calvary
Members want to be on the Youth Contact List, please contact Aaron at the above phone/email.

CURRENT COLLECTIONS ...please place items
ON THE BOOKSHELF outside the youth room:
Beverage Can Tabs-for the Ronald McDonald House
TOYS FOR TOTS
About the CANDY DISPENSER is in the hallway outside the Youth Room…
it is on loan for us to use as a fund raiser for the National Youth Gathering…
every quarter helps! Our hope is to raise enough money to pay
for at least one meal for the group.
DON’T KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH THAT CHRISTMAS BONUS or
DO YOU NEED AN END OF THE YEAR TAX WRITE-OFF …
pick up one of the donation envelopes off the bookshelf outside the youth room and
donate to us. Every dollar will help with our trip to the National Youth Gathering!

Please save any Christmas cards you have leftover this holiday season
so that we can use them for our Troops 2018 Christmas card appeal!
TODAY is the LAST DAY to order SEAFOOD...it is also Aaron’s birthday-Happy
Birthday to our Youth Director from your kids!
National Youth Gathering Curriculum Classes-for participants and chaperones
Dec. 17, Jan. 14, Feb. 11, Mar. 11, Apr.8, May 6

Thanks to God and to our Calvary Family
7

The Congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with Bold Type.
ELW is the red hymnal. WOV in the blue hymnal. Projected is on the Screen behind the Altar.
Please sign the red attendance books as they come to you and pass them on.
*Designates please stand if you are able.

Greeting, Announcements & Sharing of Joys & Concerns … Pastor

Prelude … “Of The Father’s Love Begotten” … Arr. By Don Wyrtzen

*Confession and Forgiveness… Pastor and Congregation
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who comes to wake us from sleep, who leads us into
the light of grace. Amen.
Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God and neighbor.
God of all time, we confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us.
We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice and peace. In your
mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your light and to seek the things
that will endure until Christ comes again in glory. Amen.
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven and
all things are made new. Rejoice in this good news! Amen.
*Lighting Of The Advent Wreath … Separate Paper
Advent, Week 2: Moving Toward The Manger-In Those Days

*Gathering Hymn … “Prepare The Royal Highway”… ELW Hymn #264
*Apostolic Greeting… Pastor with Congregational Response
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.

8*Kyrie …

ELW Page 147

*Prayer of the Day...Pastor with Congregational Response
Let us pray…Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming
strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Anthem … “Tidings Of Comfort And Joy” … (from “Sing Joy To All The World”) … Lloyd Larson

First Reading … Lay Reader with Congregational Response
Isaiah 40:1-11
A reading from Isaiah.
In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in Babylon is over.
The Lord will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for his sheep. This word can
be trusted, because the only enduring reality in life is the word of the Lord.
1

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s
hand double for all her sins. 3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the
LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the
rough places a plain. 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see
it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
6
A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy
is like the flower of the field. 7The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD
blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of
our God will stand forever. 9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say
to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm
rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11He will feed his flock
like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently
lead the mother sheep.
The Word of the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Psalm
…
Choir
with
Congregational Responses … Psalm 85:10-2, -13

1

You have been gracious to your | land, O LORD;
you have restored the good for- | tune of Jacob.
2
You have forgiven the iniquity | of your people
and blotted out | all their sins.
8
I will listen to what the LORD| God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their | hearts to you.
9
Truly, your salvation is very near to | those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell | in our land. R
10
Steadfast love and faithfulness have | met together;
righteousness and peace have | kissed each other.
11
Faithfulness shall spring up | from the earth,
and righteousness shall look | down from heaven.
12

The LORD will indeed | grant prosperity,
and our land will | yield its increase.
13
Righteousness shall go be- | fore the LORD
and shall prepare for | God a pathway. R

Second Reading … Lay Reader with Congregational Response
2 Peter 3:8-15a
A reading from 2 Peter.
This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of Jesus, especially concerns
10

that could arise over its apparent delay. The author of the letter calls on Christians to anticipate the promised
coming of the Lord through conduct dedicated to God.
8

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of
slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But
the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud
noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on
it will be disclosed.
11
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be
in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of
God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt
with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth,
where righteousness is at home.
14
Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at
peace, without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation … “Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go? … ELW Page 151

*The Gospel … Pastor with Congregational Responses
The holy gospel according to St. Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord.
1

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is written in the
prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way;
3
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight,’ ” 4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than
I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Children’s Message… Pastor
After the Children’s Message, if someone has signed up lead the program,
Children are invited to participate in “Children's Church”.
Children will return to their families in time to commune with them.

*Hymn of the Day … “There’s A Voice In The W ilderness” … ELW Hymn # 255

Sermon … Pastor
The Baptism Of Ethan Giger Huss … ELW Page No. 227
*The Prayers … Worship Assistant with Congregation Responses
Guided by the light of Christ, let us pray for the coming dawn of joy, healing, and comfort for
all God’s people.
We long to see your glory. Prepare our hearts for your arrival by healing divisions in your
church and blessing those who work for reconciliation within it. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for your creation. Bring renewal to open spaces, parks, forests, mountains, and grass
lands. Restore the creatures and lands that are damaged or destroyed.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We long for your peace. Make places of welcome for people fleeing violence. For nations
facing conflict or crisis, deliver relief. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We seek healing for all people who long for justice, freedom, and comfort. Sustain them in their
time of need. Be with all who wait for you, who suffer in body, mind, or spirit
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We give thanks for those who are ready to help in times of crisis. Give courage to disaster and
emergency response teams, police officers, nurses, doctors, surgeons, chaplains, and all
who work for the sake of others. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We are your beloved flock and you are our shepherd, O God. Along with the saints already at
12

rest in you, bring us together as your people under your holy rule. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We raise our prayers to you, O God, in the name of the one who is, who was, and who is to
come, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*Sharing The Peace … Pastor with Congregational Response
The Peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering… Received by the Ushers

Offertory Hymn … “On Jordan’s Bank The Baptist’s Cry” … Hymn # 249

*Offertory… “Let The Vineyards…” ELW Service Music Page # 184 … In Unison
*Offertory Prayer … Worship Assistant with Congregational Response
Savior of the nations, come. Make your home here in us. Feed us with your love, that our faith
shine ever new and our lives reveal your light. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving… Pastor with Congregational Responses
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*Proper Preface… Pastor
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks
and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, everliving God. You comforted your people
with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in
the day when he comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with the
Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise Your name
and join their
unending hymn:
Sanctus…In Unison… ELW Page #207
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*Eucharistic Prayer… Pastor

*The Lord’s Prayer… In Unison … ELW Page 154

*Invitation to Communion… Pastor
Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you. Share in the feast of salvation.
Communion…
Gluten free communion wafers are available.
If you require this product, please make sure an usher is aware of this.
All are welcome at the table of the Lord. Those not communing may come forward for a blessing.
If you prefer to receive communion at your seat, please notify an usher.

Lamb Of God … “Lamb of God…” … ELW Page 154

Communion Hymn … “Blessed Be The God Of Israel” … ELW # 250
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in His grace. Amen.
*Post Communion Prayer….Worship Assistant with Congregational Response
God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share. Make us
ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your people in
the world, announcing your coming among us in
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Please be Seated
Children’s Choir … Directed by Jennifer McCleary
“How Far Is It To Bethlehem” … Arr. By Wright
“Go Tell It On The Mountain” … Arr. By Reeves
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Thanking God for Our Musicians...
Adult Choir
Jennifer McCleary-Conductor
Suzanne Tilley-Accompanist
Soprano
Charlotte Clark, Shirley Crone,
Tammy Klunk, Mary Markle,
Jenni Melhorn, Cyndi Parker
Tenor
Brian Alley, Gus Gerstle, Tim McCleary,
Dave Mummert, Bill Rodgers
Alto
Zina Compton, Roberta Downs,
Jeanne Gerstle, Donna Keefer,
Faye Miller
Bass

Praise Band
CROSSROADS

CALVARY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH of DOVER, PA

Director and Keyboard: Suzanne Tilley
Guitar: Brad Brosius, DJ Heinle
Bass Guitar: Pastor John Woods
Drums: Dodie Menard
Flute: Emma Miller
Vocals:
Diane Brosius
Eleanor Callaghan
Zina Compton
Claudia Evans
Mary Jung
Caitlyn Laird
Nash Menard

Nena Menard
Emma Miller
Liz Myers
Cheryl Reese
Becky Snelbecker
Ann Wagman
Nichole Windhausen

Handbell Choir
Jenni Melhorn: Conductor
Chelsey Allen
Linda Alley
Heather Callaghan
Zina Compton
Kevin Crone
Tammy Klunk
Karen Latshaw
Jenni Melhorn
Karena Strain
Audio-Visual Coordinator (The lady who puts all
those awesome things projected on the screen)

Linda Alley
Sound Technicians
Walt Tilley
Joe Compton
15

Order of Service

11:00 A.M., Contemporary Worship Service

The Congregation is invited to participate at the places responses are marked with Bold Type.
*Designates please stand if you are able.

Welcome, Sharing of Joys and Concerns … Pastor
Pre-Service Music… The Children’s Choir … Directed by Jennifer McCleary
“How Far Is It To Bethlehem” … Arr. By Wright
“Go Tell It On The Mountain” … Arr. By Reeves
*Gathering … Worship Assistant with Congregational Responses
Leader: Prepare, for God is coming to us!
People: We wait for God’s advent with joy.
Leader: God is coming to set the world right.
People: We will join God is working for righteousness.
Leader: The whole world waits for God’s entrance.
People: We will prepare the way of our God!
*Prayer at the Lighting of The Advent Candle… Pastor with Congregational Response
Let us pray… Lord Jesus, we do not lack any spiritual gift as we wait for your coming. Keep
us awake and help us use our gifts to serve those who look for the dawn of your justice and
mercy. Amen.

Verse 1:
These are the days of Elijah
Declaring the Word of the Lord.
And these are the days of your servant, Moses,
Righteousness being restored;
And tho’ these are days of great trials,
Of famine and darkness and sword,
Still we are the voice in the desert
Crying, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord”.
Chorus:
Behold, He comes
Riding on the clouds,
Shining like the sun
At the trumpet call.
So, lift your voice,
It’s the year of Jubilee,
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And out of Zion’s Hill
Salvation comes.
Verse 2:
And these are the days of Ezekiel,
The dry bones becoming as flesh.
And these are the days of your servant, David,
Rebuilding a temple of praise.
And these are the days of the harvest,
The fields are as white in the world,
And we are the laborers in Your vineyard,
Declaring the Word of the Lord.
Chorus:
Behold, He comes
Riding on the clouds,
Shining like the sun
At the trumpet call.

*Gathering Song… Projected on screen... Crossroads with Congregation
“Days Of Elijah” … Robin Marks
*Prayer For The Day … Worship Assistant with Congregation
Let us pray together… O God, who comes to us in surprising ways: Grant us the wisdom to
discern your good news that comes in the very midst of our bad news; through Jesus
Christ our Savior. Amen.
*Prayer of Confession … Worship Assistant with Congregation
Leader: Let us confess to God and before one another our sins, and especially our reluctance
to join in God’s works of redemption.
People: We confess to you, O God, and before one another that we have sinned. We
know that you are coming to bring heaven down to earth, but we seem to be content to
just wait. We fail to use the time to do the works of justice, mercy, and righteousness
that you call us to do. We do not offer to the world a sense of expectation of things getting better. We have forsaken your kingdom and have resigned ourselves to life being
as it is. Forgive us, and renew us with a sense of joyous expectation for what you are
doing in, among, and through us. Amen.
Leader: God is at work and welcomes us into that work. Receive God’s grace and love, and
join in the new world God is creating.
First Reading … Lay Reader with Congregational Response
Isaiah 40:1-11
A reading from Isaiah.
In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in Babylon is over.
The Lord will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for his sheep. This word can
be trusted, because the only enduring reality in life is the word of the Lord.
1

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s
hand double for all her sins. 3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the
LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the
rough places a plain. 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see
it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
6
A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 7The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the
LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades; but the
word of our God will stand forever. 9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good
tidings;
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say

17

to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 10See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm
rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11He will feed his flock
like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently
lead the mother sheep.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Special Music…Crossroads
“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” … As recorded by Pentatonix

Second Reading … Lay Reader with Congregational Response
2 Peter 3:8-15a
A reading from 2 Peter.
This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of Jesus, especially concerns
that could arise over its apparent delay. The author of the letter calls on Christians to anticipate the promised
coming of the Lord through conduct dedicated to God.
8

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But the
day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise,
and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will
be disclosed.
11
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in
leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of
God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt
with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth,
where righteousness is at home.
14
Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at
peace, without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*Alleluia Verse … In Unison … “W ord Of God Speak” … Mallard and Kipley
Word of God speak
Would you pour down like rain
Washing my eyes to see
Your majesty
To be still and know
That you’re in this place
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Please let me stay and rest
In your holiness
Word of God speak
*The Gospel … Pastor with Congregational Response
The holy gospel according to St. Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
Prepare the way of the Lord.
1

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is written in the
prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way;
3
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight,’ ” 4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the
forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I
is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
*Children’s Message … Pastor
After the Children’s Message, if someone has signed up lead the program, Children are invited to participate in
“Children's Church”. Children will return to their families in time to commune with them.

Sermon … Pastor
*The Apostles’ Creed… In Unison
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried; he descended to the dead. on the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
19

*Prayers … Worship Assistant with Congregational Responses
Guided by the light of Christ, let us pray for the coming dawn of joy, healing, and comfort for
all God’s people.
We long to see your glory. Prepare our hearts for your arrival by healing divisions in your
church and blessing those who work for reconciliation within it. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for your creation. Bring renewal to open spaces, parks, forests, mountains, and grass
lands. Restore the creatures and lands that are damaged or destroyed.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We long for your peace. Make places of welcome for people fleeing violence. For nations
facing conflict or crisis, deliver relief. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We seek healing for all people who long for justice, freedom, and comfort. Sustain them in their
time of need. Be with all who wait for you, who suffer in body, mind, or spirit
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We give thanks for those who are ready to help in times of crisis. Give courage to disaster and
emergency response teams, police officers, nurses, doctors, surgeons, chaplains, and all
who work for the sake of others. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We are your beloved flock and you are our shepherd, O God. Along with the saints already at
rest in you, bring us together as your people under your holy rule. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We raise our prayers to you, O God, in the name of the one who is, who was, and who is to
come, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
I like to think about the goodness of the Lord.
He gives me everything I need
and so much more.
So I just want to lift my hands
And say that I love Him!
I just want to lift my heart in praise!
I want to be thankful!

I want to be grateful!
I want to remember everything
That the Lord has done!
I want to be thankful
I want to be grateful
I want to be!
I want to be!

*Sharing Of The Peace … Pastor with Congregational Response
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The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Offering … Ushers will receive our gifts
Offering Music … Crossroads
“Prepare Ye The Way Of The Lord” … Stephen Schwartz
*Offertory Response… In Unison…“Thankful” … by Joe Stocker

*Offering Prayer… Worship Assistant and Congregation

Let us pray together...God of glory, receive these gifts and the offering of our lives. As
Jesus was lifted up from the earth, draw us to your heart in the midst of this
world, that all creation may be brought from bondage to freedom, from darkness
to light, and from death to life; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

*Words Of Institution… Pastor
*Lord’s Prayer...In Unison
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.

*Invitation to Communion… Pastor
Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you. Share in this feast of salvation.
Communion…
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Gluten free communion wafers are available.
If you require this product, please make sure an usher is aware of this.
All are welcome at the table of the Lord. Those not communing may come forward
for a blessing. If you prefer to receive communion at your seat, please notify an usher.

*Distribution Music… Chosen By The A.V. Team
Light one candle to watch for Messiah:
Let the light banish darkness,
He shall bring salvation to Israel,
God fulfills the promise.
Light two candles to watch for Messiah:
Let the light banish darkness,
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,

*Post Communion Blessing… Pastor with Congregational Response
The love of God surround you; the grace of ☩ Christ release you; and the Holy Spirit be your
guide and strength, now and forevermore. Amen.
*Prayer After Communion… Worship Assistant with Congregational Response
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to conquer darkness,
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as
witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.
*Prayer… Pastor with Congregational Response
The God of life, who raised Jesus from the dead, who sends forth the Spirit to renew the face
of the earth, be merciful to you and + bless you, now and forever. Amen.

*Sending Song…Projected on
gregation
“Light One Candle To Watch
Yiddish Folk Tune

screen... Crossroads with Con-

*Call To Service… Worship
Response

Assistant with Congregational
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For Messiah” … Wayne Wold,

God in peace. Prepare
the way of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
*PostService
Mu-

December Events At Calvary
December 17, 8:30 AM Christmas Coral Cantata
December 17, 10:00 AM Reception for Pastor Woods
December 17, 11:00 AM Contemporary Christmas
December 21, 7:00 PM...Blue Christmas Service, A service of
longing and hope for those who are a bit sad around the holidays

Christmas Eve At Calvary
December 24, 2017
9:00 AM Worship service
One Worship Service This Morning with Baptism
No Sunday School this day
6:00 pm Christmas eve worship
service
Followed by a Cookie Social...Please bring some of
your delightful homemade cookies to share!
The Feehan Family will provide beverages
and host this event.
9:30 pm brass ensemble

sic ...Crossroads
“Emmanuel” … Michael W.
Smith
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CALVARY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH of DOVER, PA
9 North Main Street, Dover, Pennsylvania 17315
Office phone: 717-292-3891
E-mail: calvarydover@verizon.net
Website: calvarylutherandover.org
Pastoral Emergencies: Pastor Woods, 717-891-5503

COMMUNION
We invite all baptized believers in
Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savior
to commune with us this morning.
If you are unable to come forward for the sacrament,
please bring this to the attention of an usher and communion will be brought to you.

MISSION STATEMENT

We at Calvary believe God wants our congregation to exist in order to reflect
God’s love through our actions, programs and image; to reach out to our family,
the community and the world; to provide moral and spiritual leadership.
We are
called to grow and adjust with the times to make
the Gospel
relevant for contemporary society.
STAFF
Pastor: The Rev. John M. Woods
Church Organist/Crossroads Director: Mrs. Suzanne Tilley
Assistant Organist: Mr. Jeffrey Byers
Handbell Choir Conductor: Mrs. Jenni Melhorn
Adult & Youth Choirs Director: Mrs. Jennifer Fadely McCleary
Youth Director: Mr. Aaron Laird
Sexton: Mr. Melvin Sharp
Treasurer: Ms. Janice Oaster
Pre-School Director : Mrs. Deb Latchaw
Office Administrator: Mrs. Deanna Laird
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