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CALVARY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH of DOVER PA 
Christmas Eve  at Calvary   

*All who are able, please stand 

 

 Welcome and Sharing of Joys and Concerns … Pastor Woods 

 

 

 Prelude … “Christmas Eve/Sarajevo” … Trans Siberian Orchestra 

Brad Brosius, Dodie Menard, Suzanne Tilley, Pastor John Woods 

 

 

*Opening Hymn…  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” … Congregation Sing 

 

Hark!  The herald angels sing. “Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.” 

Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 

With angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark!  The herald angels sing. “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!  Hail the Sun of righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, born that we no more may die, 

Born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth. 

Hark!  The herald angels sing. “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

 

*The Invocation … Pastor Woods and Congregation …  Responsively 

Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name! 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits, 
Who forgive all you iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the grave, who 

crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good as long as you live so that your 

youth will be renewed like th eagle’s. 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth! 

Bless the Lord, O you His angels, you mighty ones who do His word, 

Hearkening to the voice of His command! 

Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ministers that do His will! 

Bless the Lord, all His works, in all places of His dominion, 

Bless the Lord, O my soul!   

 

  Special Music … “Where Are You Christmas” … Nena and Dodie Menard 

 

*The Prayer Of The Day .. Pastor with Congregational Response  

Let Us Pray:  Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant 2 



that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus' presence and in the last day wake to the brightness 

of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Christmas Program… “Teach The Children” … Director  -  Diane Brosius 
 
 
 

 Special Music …   “Angels We Have Heard On High” … Claudia Evans 

 

 

*The Reading of The Christmas Eve Gospel … Pastor Woods with Congregational Response 

Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 

The holy gospel according to St. Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy”                                

and proclaim God’s blessing of peace. 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This 

was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 

towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 

David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, 

the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 

great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, 

the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

saying, 

 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

[  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 

now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So 

they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw 

this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at 

what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 

told them.]  

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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 *Passing of the peace and telling of the good news … Pastor Woods & Congregation 

The Peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you.  

 

 Special Music ...  “The First Noel” … Suzanne Tilley and Cheryl Reese 

 We Offer Our Gifts to God  …Offering is Received   

 

  Offertory Hymn  … (to the tune of “God Rest You Merry Gentlemen” 

From God our heav’nly Father a blessed angel came 

And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same, 

How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name. 

Oh, tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy! 

Oh tidings of comfort and joy! 

 

 *The Offertory Prayer … In Uniseon      

Let us pray together... God, accept and bless these gifts. We offer all that we have 

 to be used in the work of your kingdom. We offer all that we ever hope to be to be used 

 for your purposes. May these gifts be used to comfort, heal,  

and bless all who are in need of your hope today in Jesus’ name.  Amen! 

 

 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer  … to the tune of “Away In A Manger” … Sung in Unison 

Our Father in heaven,  All praise to your name,! 

Your kingdom among us, your will done the same 

By mortals and angels. Come, Lord reign alone; 

Oh, hear us and bless us from heaven’s hightrone. 

The Bread that we yearn for provide us each day; 

As we forgive others, our sins take away; 

In times of temptation, oh help us; be near. 

From evil deliver your children most dear. 

For yours is the kingdom, O’er all things you reign. 

And yours is the power; All things you maintain. 

To you be the glory, resounding again 

From all of creation, forever!     Amen. 
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*Communion  …  Christmas Selections , Suzanne Tilley-Piano 

 

 

*Communion Prayer … Pastor with Congregational Response  

We are filled with joy for we have heard good news of great joy.  We are filled with love for we 

have tasted the sign of God’s great love.  We are filled with hope for the angels still sing in our 

world and there is a Light for us to follow.  Amen 

 

*The Passing of the Light 

 

*Hymn ...   “Silent Night” …  ELW  Hymn #281  Verses 1-3  … Linda Alley-Psaltry  

*Benediction 
 

*Closing Hymn …  

“Go Tell It On The 

Mountain”  

 Sending Out … “Angels” 

… by Jim Brickman 
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Pastor Woods: 

While your work  here at Calvary 

may finish on this day, the memories 

you leave behind will never diminish. 

God Speed and Farewell 

Silent night, Holy night, 

All is calm, All is bright  

Round yon virgin                                  

mother and child.                                     

Holy infant so tender and mild,  

Sleep in heavenly peace.  

Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, Holy night,  

Shepherds quake at the sight,  

Glories stream  

from heaven afar,  

Heavenly hosts sing alleluia;  

Christ the Savior, is born!  

Christ the Savior, is born! 

 

Silent night, Holy night,  

Son of God, Love's pure light  

Radiant beams  

from thy holy face,  

With the dawn  

Chorus: 

Go, tell it on the mountain 

Over the hills and everywhere 

Go, tell it on the mountain 

That Jesus Christ is born  

 

While shepherds kept their watching 

Over silent flocks by night 

Behold throughout the heavens 

There shone a holy light … (Chorus)  

The shepherds feared and trembled 

When lo above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus 

That hailed our saviour's birth  (Chorus) 

 

Down in a lowly manger 

Our humble Christ was born 

And God sent us salvation that blessed              



Merry Christmas! 
Please join us in the Social Hall for a time of fellowship and Cookies,   hosted by The Feehan 

Family! 

 From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.                                                                                                                

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23239. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ                                             

in the United States of America.   Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Poinsettias are Placed to the Glory of God and In Memory Of: 
Maxine by Bud Klunk 

Loved Ones by Dave  Mummert 
Loved Ones by Zita Smith 

Loved Ones by Amanda Martin 
Richard Ehrhart by Miriam Ehrhart 

Loved Ones by Scott and Claudia Evans 
Parents Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Reese and                                                                  

Sisters Yevonne and Margaret by Cheryl Reese 
Our Parents  by Jenni and Mike Melhorn 

Our Father, Charles Melhorn, Jr. by Jenni and Mike Melhorn 
Lucinda V. Peters by Sharon Spangler 

Kenneth Speck, Janet Fadely, Pauline, David, 
Nellie and Walter Laird by Dean and Deanna Laird 

 
 
 

Poinsettias are Placed to the Glory of God and In Honor Of: 
Our Parents by the Dusich family 

All Our Family by Sandy and Rich Dehoff 
Lois and Steve Lewis by Amanda Martin 

Our Children and Grandchildren by Jeanne and Gus Gerstle 
Our Children and Grandchildren by Jenni and Mike Melhorn 

 by Pastor John Woods 
 
 



 
Donations to the Music Fund are placed IN MEMORY OF: 

Loved ones by Terry and Karen Latshaw 
Husband, Ken by Patsy Gentzler 

Loved ones by Shirley and Wayne Crone 
Kenneth Speck, George and Ev Sharp by Melvin and 

Donna Sharp 
Richard Ehrhart by Miriam Ehrhart 

 
Donations to the Music Fund are placed IN HONOR OF: 
Our Musical Family at Calvary by Miriam Speck 
Our Fabulous Musical Family by Joe and Zina Compton 
The Musicians at Calvary Dean and Deanna Laird 

 
Coming Up at Calvary: 

 
December 31, 2017 :  One Service at 10:00 AM   

 
 

 January 1, 2017   11-2 Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner 
  

Sunday, January 21, 2017  10 AM Annual Meeting of The Congregation                                     
with the bad weather date being January 28, 2017 at 10:00 AM 



WELCOME!  We welcome everyone to our 
Christmas Eve Service as we prepare for the 

celebration of  the birth of our Savior!   
 

We thank the Feehan Family for  hosting 
the Cookie Social following this service and  

all who shared Christmas Treats! 
 

Christmas Eve Sponsorships  

The altar flowers are sponsored                                                     
To the Glory Of God and in Celebration of Our 50th 

Wedding Anniversary, by Dave & Janet Quicketl.  
                                           

The Bulletins are sponsored                                                             
To the Glory of God and In Celebration of the                    

Birth of Christ by Ruthanna Heiner 

 

Christmas Eve  Volunteers  

Greeters:   Linda Bupp, Bob White 

Ushers:  Wilma White, Marlene Zech,                             
  LeeAnn Marsden, Jacob Feehan 

Acolyte:    Nash Menard 

Altar Guild:   Linda Alley 

Communion Elements:   Karen Latshaw 

Worship Assistant:   Diane Brosius 

Offering Tellers:    Jason Gross  

 

 

Communion   We invite all baptized believers 
in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior to commune 
with us this evening.  Those unable to come 
forward for the sacrament, please bring this to 
an usher’s attention and communion will be 
brought to you. 

MISSION STATEMENT  We at Calvary believe 
God wants our congregation to exist in order 
to reflect God’s love through our actions, 
programs and image; to reach out to our 
family, the community and the world; to 
provide moral and spiritual leadership. We are 
called to grow and adjust with the times to 
make the Gospel relevant for contemporary 
society. 
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 We Invite You To Join Us: 

 

December 31, 10:00 AM, One Worship Service 

January1, 2018, 11:00 AM –2:00 PM                             
Public Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner 

January 21, 10:00 Annual Meeting with Weather 
Make-Up Date of January 28 at 10:00 AM 

  

 


