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¢I9 b!¢L±L¢¸ hC h¦w [hw5 
10:30 P.M. Special Christmas Music   

*Designates, please stand if you are able.  ELW is the Red Hymnal. 

 

  Welcome and Sharing of Joys and Concerns é Pastor   

 

 

  Prelude  ... ñCarol Of The Bellsò é Arr. By George Winstoné Jeff Byers, Piano                           

                  

 

 

*Christmas Dialogueé Pastor with Congregational Responses  
              In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

 The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen His glory. 

 Oh, come, let us worship Him.  

 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  

 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  

 Those who lived in a land of deep darkness  - on them light has shined.  

 We have seen Christ's glory, the glory as of a child, full of grace and truth.  

 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us.  

 What has come into being in Him was life, and the life was the life of all people.  

 Tonight Christ is born; tonight salvation has appeared.  

 Glory to God in the highest! Alleluia! 

 

*Confession & Forgiveness é Pastor with Congregational Responses 

 Amidst the darkness of this world, let us confess our sin and  

  welcome the light of  God's forgiveness.   

 Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. 

 Forgive our lack of faith and trust in your will. 
 Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable. 

 Forgive our neglect of the poor. 
 The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem. 

 Forgive our selfishness and complacency. 
 The magi followed the star to find the Savior of the nations. 

 Forgive our reluctance to seek you with all our hearts. 
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 The angel said, you shall call his name Jesus for he will save his people  

from their sins.  With great joy, I announce to you the entire forgiveness of your sins, 

 in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    Amen. 

 

*Gathering Hymn ...ñO Come, All Ye Faithfulòé  ELW HYMN  #283 

 

*Apostolic Greetingé Pastor with Congregational Response  

 The true light that enlightens everyone has come into the world!   

 God be with you.       And also with you. 

 

*Proclamation of the Birth of Christé Pastor 

Many ages after God created the heavens and the earth,  

 when man and woman were formed in God’s own image; 

 long after the great flood, when God set the rainbow  

 in the clouds as a sign of the covenant; 

  twenty-one centuries from the time of Abraham and Sarah; 

   thirteen centuries after Moses led God’s people to freedom;  

                       eleven centuries from the time of Ruth and the judges;  

                       a thousand years from the anointing of David as King; 

                       in the sixty-fifth week as Daniel’s prophecy takes note; 

                       in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; 

                       the seven hundred and fifty-second year 

                       from the founding of the city of Rome 

                       the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; 

                       in the sixth age of the world,  all earth being at peace, 

Jesus Christ, eternal God, Son of the eternal Father, 

 willing to hallow the world by his coming in mercy, 

 was born of the virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea. 

Today is the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ,  God made flesh. 

 

*The Lighting of the Christ Candle...Pastor with Congregational Response  

We light the Christ candle to proclaim that, out of love for the world,  

God dispelled darkness  forever through the birth of Jesus Christ, the Light of the world.   
                    ¢ƘŜ ŎŀƴŘƭŜ ƛǎ ƭƛǘΦ Υ  

May the Lord Jesus Christ take all darkness out of our hearts, now and forever. Amen 

 
 

*Prayer of the Day...Pastor with Congregational Responses 

  The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 

  Let us pray.   Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of 
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the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus' presence and in the 

last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen 

 

Special Music...ñO, Holy Night”...Adolphe Adams ...Pastor John M. Woods, Soloist 

 

 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ wŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ 
 

 

  First Reading é Isaiah 9:2ï7 é Lay Reader  
 The First Lesson is from the ninth chapter of Isaiah. 

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a 

royal child with a name full of promise. While Judahôs king will practice justice and 

righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in Godôs passion for the people: The zeal of the 

Lord of hosts will do this! 
2The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness — 

 on them light has shined. 

  3You have multiplied the nation, 

 you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as people exult when dividing plunder. 

  4For the yoke of their burden, 

 and the bar across their shoulders, 

 the rod of their oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

  5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

 and all the garments rolled in blood 

 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

  6For a child has been born for us, 

 a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

 and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 



 

  7His authority shall grow continually, 

 and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

 He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 Here ends the reading.   

 

 

  Psalm... Psalm 96  (read responsively)é Lay Reader with Congregational Responses  
 

R: Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad 
Sing to the LORD | a new song;* 

sing to the LORD, all | the whole earth. 

 2Sing to the LORD and | bless his name;* 

 proclaim the good news of his salvation from | day to day. 
3Declare his glory a- | mong the nations* 

and his wonders a- | mong all peoples. 

 4For great is the LORD and greatly | to be praised;* 

 he is more to be feared | than all gods.   R 
5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols;* 

but it is the LORD who | made the heavens. 

 6Oh, the majesty and magnificence | of his presence!* 

 Oh, the power and the splendor of his | sanctuary! 
7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples;* 

ascribe to the LORD hon- | or and power. 

 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor | due his name;* 

 bring offerings and come in- | to his courts.   R 
9Worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness;* 

let the whole earth trem- | ble before him. 

 10Tell it out among the nations: "The | LORD is king!* 

 He has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved; 

 he will judge the peo- | ples with equity." 
11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

let the sea thunder and all | that is in it;* 

let the field be joyful and all that | is therein. 

 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy 

 before the LORD | when he comes,* 

 when he comes to | judge the earth. 
13He will judge the | world with righteousness* 

and the peoples | with his truth.  5 
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  Second Reading ...Titus 2:11ï14 é Lay Reader  
 The Second Lesson is from the second chapter of Titus. 

The appearance of Godôs grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. 

Consequently, in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating 

 the hope of our Saviorôs final appearance. 
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all,  12training us to renounce 

impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 

upright, and godly,  13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory 

of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.  14He it is who gave himself for us that he might 

redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for 

good deeds.     

 Here ends the reading. 

 

  Christmas Eve Hymn...ñOn Christmas Nightò ... (Sussex Carol)...ELW HYMN   #274 

 

 

 

*Gospel Reading   Luke 2:1ï14 [15ï20] é Pastor with Congregational Response  

 
 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

Godôs greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the  

ñgood news of great joyò and proclaim Godôs blessing of peace. 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered.  2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.  3All went to their own towns to be registered.  4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David.  5He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  6While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child.  7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 

in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their 

flock by night.  9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them, and they were terrified.  10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; 

for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:  11to you is born this 

day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  12This will be a sign for 

you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."  13And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 



 

  14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us."  16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger.  17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about 

this child;  18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  19But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  20The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 The Gospel of the Lord.  

  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

  Christmas Eve Sermon                                                                The Rev. John M. Woods 

 

 

 

*Nicene Creed...In Unison... ELW PAGE 104 

 

 

*The Prayersé Worship Assistant, Pastor, with Congregational Responses  

 Rejoicing with all the faithful, let us pray for the church, the world,  

and all who are in need. 

Let us pray for the church throughout the world; for those who proclaim the gospel;                        

for teachers of the faith; for poets, artists, and musicians; and for all the baptized.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
For the earth, your beloved creation and our fragile home; for rivers and woods, 

 mountains and valleys; for marshes and oceans, towns and cities; for shepherds, 

 ranchers, and all who care for animals. 

 Lord, in your mercy,  

hear our prayer. 
For those who govern and for all in authority; for those who work to bring lasting peace to 

the land of Jesus’ birth; and for all who protect the lives of children. 

 Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
For innkeepers and travelers; for those whose needs for food or shelter depend upon the 
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generosity of others; for those struggling with addiction; for those who suffer neglect,  

and for all who are sick (especially).  

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
For this assembly; for those celebrating their first Christmas; for those whose joy is 

diminished by loneliness or loss; for those absent from us;  

and for those who are far from home. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
With thanksgiving, we remember all who have died (especially) and those whose lives have 

inspired us to deeper faith, more passionate service, and stronger love. 

 Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
Pondering the mystery of your love, we offer our prayers in the name of Christ, 

 the Word made flesh. 

Amen. 

 
 

 

*The Peace The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

 

¢ƘŜ aŜŀƭ 
 

 Offertory Solo ... ñManger Lullabiesò é Arr. By Don Wyrtzen...Suzanne Tilley, Piano 

 

*The Offertory... ñLet the Vineyardsò... ELW SERVICE MUSIC PAGE # 184 
 

*The Offertory Prayer é Worship Assistant with Congregation 

 Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to 

bring the riches of your grace.  As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be 

blessing for others.  With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for 

joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 

 

 

*The Great Thanksgivingé Pastor with Congregational Responses                 

 The Lord be with you.     And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts.     We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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*Proper Prefaceé Pastor 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.  In the 

wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and 

radiant vision of your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the 

God whom we cannot see.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

*Sanctus...ñHoly, Holy, Holyò ... ELW PAGE #   207 

 

*Eucharistic Prayeré Pastor (Leaderôs Guide) 

 

*The Lordôs Prayer...In Unison...ELW PAGE 208    

 

*Invitation to CommunionéPastor 

See, your salvation comes:  God comes and dwells among us.  Eat, drink, and be satisfied. 

 

 

  Communioné ñO Lamb of Godò é ELW PAGE 208    
 

ñO Little Town of Bethlehemò   ELW#279 

ñIt Came Upon The Midnight Clearò  ELW#282 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 

*Post Communion Prayer é Pastor with Congregational Response 

 Merciful God, renew us by your Holy Spirit, poured out richly in this meal, and renew 

all creation with your loving kindness  until all the ends of 

the earth rejoice in your salvation; through Jesus Christ, the 

Word made flesh. Amen. 

 
*Candle Lighting Scripture Reading é John 1:1-
18 ...Pastor 

 

*Instrumental Introduction...Linda Alley, Psaltry 

*Lighting of Candles...ñSilent Night, Holy Night!ò...ELW 
HYMN  #281 

 

*Blessing...Pastor with Congregational Response  
 May your lives become like a watered garden, 

satisfied by the bounty of God and radiant over God's 

goodness.  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 
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[ƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎ ōȅ 5ŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛŀƴ aǳƳƳŜǊǘ 
[ƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎ ōȅ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŀ aƻƻǊŜ 
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aŀǊǘƘŀ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎǘƻƴ 5ŀƴƴŜǊ ōȅ {ƘŀǊƻƴ {ǇŀƴƎƭŜǊ 
[ƛƭƭƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ {ǇŀƴƎƭŜǊ ōȅ {ƘŀǊƻƴ {ǇŀƴƎƭŜǊ 

 
 
 

tƻƛƴǎŜǩŀǎ ŀǊŜ t[!/95 Lb Ihbhw hCΥ 
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CŀƳƛƭȅ ōȅ {ŀƴŘȅ ŀƴŘ wƛŎƘ 5ŜƘƻũ  

/ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ōȅ ½ƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ WƻŜ /ƻƳǇǘƻƴ 
CŀƳƛƭȅ ōȅ .ƻō ŀƴŘ /ŀǊƻƭ ²Ŝōō  

hǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōȅ WŜŀƴƴŜ ŀƴŘ Dǳǎ DŜǊǎǘƭŜ 
hǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōȅ WŜƴƴƛ ŀƴŘ aƛƪŜ aŜƭƘƻǊƴ 

[ƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎ ōȅ {Ŏƻǧ ŀƴŘ /ƭŀǳŘƛŀ 9Ǿŀƴǎ 
¢ƻ ǘƘŜ DƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ Lƴ IƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ aȅ CŀƳƛƭȅ ōȅ tŀǎǘƻǊ ²ƻƻŘǎ 

 



 

bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

 

*Sending Hymn... ñJoy To The Worldò... ELW HYMN  #267 

 

*Dismissal é Worship Assistant with Congregational Response  

Go in peace. Your light has come.  Thanks be to God. 
 

   Postlude ... Joy To The WorldòéG.F. Handel éTune:  

Antioch, Arr. By Gilbert Martin 

 

Merry Christmas!  
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.                                                                                                                

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #23239. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ                                             in the United States of America.   Used by permission. All rights 

reserved. 
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9-ƳŀƛƭΥ ŎŀƭǾŀǊȅŘƻǾŜǊϪǾŜǊƛȊƻƴΦƴŜǘ 

ǿǿǿΦŎŀƭǾŀǊȅƭǳǘƘŜǊŀƴŘƻǾŜǊΦƻǊƎ 

  

COMMUNION    We invite all baptized believers in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior to 

commune with us this morning.  Those unable to come forward for the sacrament,               
please bring this to an usherõs attention and communion will be brought to you. 

  

MISSION STATEMENT  

We at Calvary believe God wants our congregation to exist in order to reflect 

Godõs love through our actions, programs and image; to reach out to our family,                

the community and the world; to provide moral and spiritual leadership.                 

We are called to grow and adjust with the times to make                                                       

the Gospel relevant for contemporary society. 

Serving This Evening 

 
 

Greeters:   Christy Harlacher, Christine Harlacher 

Altar Guild:   Zita Smith, Shirley Gross 

Acolyte:   Alaina Eicholtz 

Communion Elements:  Bob Snelbecker  

Worship Assistant:   Ann Bridge 

Lay Reader:   Jeff Byers 

Ushers:   Christine Harlacher, Jason Gross, Janice Oaster, Elaine Byers 

Offering Tellers:     

  

The Altar Flowers are sponsored To The Glory of God and In Honor Of Miriam Speck 

and In Memory of Kenneth Speck, Pauline & David Laird, Nellie & Walter Laird 

 

The Bulletins are sponsored In Loving Memory of Our Brother Gary Harlacher  

by Joyce and Jeff Spahr 


