Dear God, as we get ready to start another year in school,
we ask your blessing on these backpacks and bags and
especially on these children and teachers who will use them.
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As they do the very important work of being students and
teachers, bless them with:
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eagerness to learn, that their world may grow large;
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respect for each other, that they may form healthy
relationships;
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love for nature, that they may become caretakers of
your creation;
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happiness when learning is easy and stick-to-it-iveness
when it is hard;
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faith in Jesus as their best teacher and closest friend.
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We ask that you would protect these, your own children.
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Watch over them and keep them safe
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as they travel to and from school.
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As they learn, help them also to discover
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the different gifts that you have given each one of them
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to be used in your work in the world.
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As they hear the many voices that will fill their days,
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help them to listen most carefully for your voice,
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the one that tells them you will love them always,
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no matter what.

no matter what.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

Amen.

On September 11 at 2:00pm there will be a time for interfaith
learning and dialogue at Calvary Lutheran Church, Dover
PA. Salaam Bhatti is a book editor, practicing attorney, TedX
Speaker and spokesperson for Ahmadiyya Muslim Community USA who is donating his time to help us learn what True
Islam is, to answer our questions about the Islamic Faith and
to unite with us against extremism that spreads a message of
hate counter to both of our faiths. This is an educational
event sponsored by the Route 74 Cluster and the North York
Conference.
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